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RESPONSE I 
■ (This Is in response to the Official Action mailed May| 

lie, 2bo5, i 

; trhe new rejection of claims 1-26 under 35 U.S^C, 103(4) 
ever the combination of SkXandman et al. (US6 , 400 , 810) in j. 
view pt Lee et al. (US6, 212, 553) is respectfully traversedj 
As will be hereinafter established, neither reference v 
auggefets the present invention. Also, Exaininer' s proposed j. 
■combination of elements from these two references . in an \ 
■att0m|5t to show obviousness was not made in the light of ar^y 
t^eaching in either reference but in light of Applicants' ovin 
teaching. Applicants submit that such combination of 
rsf^r^nces is not valid. [ 

; The advance of the present invention involves the 
recognition that the sender of E-mail messages may be \ 
eiabl^d to customize the sent messages by creating tags to \ 
iidic^te the importance of the message wherein the tags arq' 
varied between one* recipient and another, i.e- the sender \ 
d'iteri^ines differences in importance of the E-mail message i 
bitye^n the recipients based upon the needs of the 
recipients. Independent claims l, 13, and 20, and their 
rsspedtive dependent claims 2-4, 13-16, and 21-23 define 
t]\±s 4dvance. 

; In Sklandman, the flags indicative of the importance o^ 
roceiVed e-mail messages are determined solely by the 
r<!Cipi^ents of the massages, and are set based upon only 
recipient input at the notification server of the recipient} • 
Wiiich :advises the recipient ■ that an E-mail message has been] 
r<!ceiyed. The Examiner admits this in the last sentence, of; 
tlie 'fi;rst paragraph on page 3 of the Official Action, It i$. 
c:.ear jfrom the column 3, lines 4-61, in sklandman cited by \ 
the fexjaminer that the subscriber i.e. the recipient of the ; 
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i:-m&il sets the attribute and corresponding priority flags f' 
vfhich determine how future received E-mail will be handled!- 
in the recipient's notification server, '[ 
The Examiner relies on the teaching of Lee to make up; 
:ior tfiese deficiencies in Sklandman. The Examiner is not i. 
very specific on what Lee is supposed to contribute to the[! 
combiiiation of references. The Examiner cites a six columif' 
section in Lee (col. 20, 1. 41 through col. 26, 1; 59 for \ 
the general teaching that priorities in E-mail may be set l:jy. 
elthejr the sender or the recipient. Applicants have 
reviewed these sections in Lee, and at best they set. forth 
tie vfry general and known functions: that senders of E- 
mail may set priority flags for the E-mail, e.g. "Urgent" (k 
" normal" which is applicable for the E-mail message . [ 
i rres3j>ectiV6 of the recipient ; or conversely the recipient | 
may s^t up his personal priorities for all incoming E-mail j 
Rijssa^es without any sender input. In this extensive . six j 
coiumii citation in Lee, Applicants could not find anything i 
Bigge^tive of sender input to a recipient of an E-mail 
inissa^e which creates a priority tag specific to that | 
r(5Cip4ent which varies from the priority tag sent by the 
pisnder of the same E-mail message to another recipient. 

independent claim 5 is submitted to be patentable over 
SlLlandman in view of Lee for all of the reasons set forth 
.a]>ove ;for the Patentability of independent claim 1. In 
addition, claim 5 sets forth that the recipient's E-mail 
pj-efer^ences are communicated to the sender prior to the 
Sffndirig of an E-mail message so that the sender may use 
these ^preferences in determining the priority tags;. In 
i-guii^ the obviousness of this claim. Examiner contends 
that: I<ee suggests that the recipients preferences for 
incoming E-mail set up in the notification server of 
$l;lahd^an could be :sent to the sender before the E-mail was 
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tent SO that the sender could then use such Information ini 
creating priority flags specific to the recipient/ ■ 
/pplicants submit that the very general and broad, range ! 
cisclosure in the cited six columns of Lee fails to suggest 
jny preliminary information going from a future recipient ti© 
potential sender of E-mail, !,. 
the last argument iss also applicable in establishing f 
die unobviousness of claims 7-12, and 24-26. All of these] 
claimfc contain the limitation that a preference concerning! 
•rsceiVed E-mail of a potential E-mail recipient is i 
c^mmuiiiicated to a potential sender before any E-mail messagfe 
sent. There appears to be no suggestion in the cited sJc 
pblumns of Lee of preliminary information going from a f 
iture recipient to a potential sender of E-mail. . j 
iince the Official Action of May 16, 2005 was a non- | 
.nal .rejection based on new art. Applicants have 'under \ 
Bisparate cover requested a telephone interview in order to \ 
ejtplore possible patentable subject matter herein. . j ' 

^n view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that claim^ 
■26 are now in condition for allowance and such allowance [•' 
!i respectfully requested. 



\ Ro^ed^ullyoubnatte^d, 

ij^torniey/ for Applicants 
/«< gistaration No. 19,226 
'^"^12) 1473-2303 



CP, 
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